
Automating Plot Stamp Data 
In AutoCAD 2005 you can combine new field functionality with familiar Mtext editing to create a 
plot stamp that is as flexible in appearance and location as any other piece of text. Since the plot 
stamp is actually an Mtext object, you can view and modify its appearance in an intuitive 
WYSIWYG environment without having to first plot the drawing. You can create the plot stamp in 
your drawing template so that it is automatically included in any new drawings that you create. The 
field values automatically update to display data based on the new drawing. You can even copy the 
plot stamp into an existing drawing with the assurance that the field data will update accordingly.  
 
The following procedure describes how to utilize fields to create a plot stamp. You can use this 
procedure regardless of whether you are working with individual drawings or sheet sets. 

Creating a plot stamp 
1. In AutoCAD, open the drawing (DWG) or template (DWT) that you use for creating new sheets. 

2. Create a new Mtext object. 

3. In the Mtext editor create any labels that you want to include in your plot stamp.  

For example, you might want a label for the plot date, drawing file name, and who plotted the 
drawing. Creating labels is optional. You may choose to insert field data without preceding text.  

 
4. After each label, right-click in the Mtext editor and choose Insert Field.  

5. In the Field dialog box, select a field 
category and a field name. 

The field category and field name that you 
choose depends on the data that you want to 
display. The drawing file name field is in the 
Documents field category but all of the plot-
specific fields are in the Plot field category. If 
you want to display the plot date, for example, 
select the Plot field category and the PlotDate 
field name. Depending on the field that you 
choose, you may have the option to select from 
various formats such as month/day/year or y
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 Field dialog box, the field value appears in the Mtext editor. If the field cannot 
 be evaluated, it will display four dashes “----“. For example, AutoCAD can’t evaluate the PlotDate

field until the drawing is actually plotted. Once your fields are inserted in an Mtext object, you can 
modify their appearance using typical editing features. You can change the contents of a field by 
double-clicking on it and choosing an alternate one from the Field dialog box. 



 

Verifying plot stamp functionality 
After you create your plot stamp, you should verify that all of the fields function properly. The 
fields that you included in your plot stamp will determine how you should test it. The following 
procedure describes how you might test the fields for PlotDate, FileName, and Login. 
1. Log out of Windows and login using a different name (or send your template to a different user 

to test). 
2. In AutoCAD, create a new drawing based on your template. 
3. Plot the new drawing. 

You can plot to a DWF file to save paper and eliminate the need for a hardcopy device. 
4. Verify that the plot data, file name, and login name updated appropriately. 

The plot date in the drawing displays the last plot date. This value will remain in the drawing 
until the next time the file is plotted. 
 

The new field functionality, combined with Mtext, provides you an intuitive and flexible method for 
displaying plot stamp data in your drawing files. You can include any text or field data and you 
have complete control over the plot stamp’s appearance and location. 
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